
State of Rhode Island  
 

 
 

JANUARY SESSION of the General Assembly begun and held at the State House in the City 
of Providence on Tuesday, the Fourth day of January in the year of Our Lord Two Thousand 
and Twenty Two. 

 
Volume 149, No. 14            Tuesday, March 22, 2022       Fourteenth Legislative Day  

 

The Senate meets pursuant to adjournment and is called to order by the Honorable Dominick J. 
Ruggerio, President of the Senate, at 4:12 o’clock P.M. 

ROLL CALL 

The roll is called and a quorum is declared present with 37 Senators present and 1 Senator absent 
as follows: 

PRESENT – 37: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Acosta, Algiere, 
Anderson, Archambault, Bell, Burke, Calkin, Cano, Ciccone, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiMario, 
DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goodwin, Kallman, Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, Mack, 
McCaffrey, Mendes, Miller, Morgan, Murray, Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, 
Seveney, Sosnowski, Valverde and Zurier. 
 
ABSENT – 1: Senator Paolino. 
 

INVOCATION 
 
The Honorable President, by unanimous consent, presents Senator Raptakis, to deliver the 
invocation.  

(See Appendix for Invocation) 
 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 

The Honorable President, by unanimous consent, presents Senator Raptakis, to lead the Senate in 
the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 
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APPROVAL OF RECORD 

The Senate Journal of the Thirteenth Legislative Day of the 2022 proceedings is read in part.  

Upon suggestion of Senator Raptakis and by unanimous consent, further reading of the Journal is 
dispensed with and the Journal approved as recorded. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

The Honorable President of the Senate presents the following communications: 

 

Read and ordered to be placed on file. 
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APPOINTMENTS BY THE GOVERNOR 

 
The Honorable President of the Senate presents the following communication from His 
Excellency, The Governor, transmitting the following appointments and requesting the advice 
and consent of the Senate thereto: 

 
Referred to the Senate Committee on Environment and Agriculture. 
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Referred to the Senate Committee on Environment and Agriculture. 
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Referred to the Senate Committee on Housing and Municipal Government. 
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REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

 
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

Chairman Miller, from the Committee on Health and Human Services, reports back, with 
recommendation of passage of the following measure: 
 
Senate Bill No. 2080  SUB A 
BY Miller, Ruggerio, Goodwin, McCaffrey, Archambault, Murray, Valverde, DiPalma, Lawson, 
Gallo 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO INSURANCE -- INDIVIDUAL HEALTH 
INSURANCE COVERAGE (Requires individual health insurers, large group health insurers and 
small employer health insurers to provide coverage for ten (10) categories of essential health 
benefits listed in the act.) 
{LC3760/A/1} 
 
Placed on the Calendar. 
 

 

COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL LEGISLATION AND VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 

Chairman Felag, from the Committee on Special Legislation and Veterans Affairs, reports back, 
with recommendation of passage of the following measure: 
 
Senate Bill No. 2495 
(by request) 
BY Algiere 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES -- RETAIL LICENSES 
(Exempts any proposed retailers' Class B license to be located at 163 Main Street, Westerly, RI, 
Map 66, Lot 11 from the two hundred feet (200') requirement from the premises of schools or 
places of worship.) 
{LC4789/1} 
 
Placed on Senate Calendar. 
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IMMEDIATE CONSIDERATIONS 

Senate Resolution No. 2725 
BY Raptakis, Kallman, Gallo, Felag, Euer 
ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION CELEBRATING MARCH 25, 2022, AS THE 201ST 
ANNIVERSARY OF GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY AND CELEBRATING DEMOCRACY 
IN GREECE AND THE UNITED STATES 
{LC5404/1} 
 
Recommended for Immediate Consideration. 
 
Senator Raptakis requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration.  
 
Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted.  
 
Senator Raptakis moves passage, seconded by Senators Acosta, Algiere, Anderson, 
Archambault, Bell, Burke, Cano, Ciccone, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiMario, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, 
Gallo, Goodwin, Kallman, Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, Mack, McCaffrey, Mendes, Miller, 
Morgan, Murray, Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Rogers, Seveney, Sosnowski, Valverde and Zurier. 
 
The senate resolution is read and passed upon a voice vote. 
 
 
Senate Resolution No. 2726 
BY Goodwin 
ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION PROCLAIMING MARCH AS "COLORECTAL 
CANCER AWARENESS MONTH" IN THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
{LC4910/1} 
 
Recommended for Immediate Consideration. 
 
Senator Goodwin requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration.  
 
Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted.  
 
Senator Goodwin moves passage, seconded by Senators Acosta, Algiere, Anderson, 
Archambault, Bell, Burke, Cano, Ciccone, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiMario, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, 
Gallo, Kallman, Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, Mack, McCaffrey, Mendes, Miller, Morgan, 
Murray, Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Seveney, Sosnowski, Valverde and Zurier. 
 
The senate resolution is read and passed upon a voice vote. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText22/SenateText22/S2725.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText22/SenateText22/S2726.pdf
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Senate Resolution No. 2727 
BY Sosnowski 
ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION CONGRATULATING THE UNIVERSITY OF 
RHODE ISLAND WOMEN'S BASKETBALL TEAM ON THEIR OUTSTANDING 2021-2022 
SEASON 
{LC5564/1} 
 
Recommended for Immediate Consideration. 
 
Senator Sosnowski requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration.  
 
Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted.  
 
Senator Sosnowski moves passage, seconded by Senators Acosta, Algiere, Anderson, 
Archambault, Bell, Burke, Cano, Ciccone, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiMario, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, 
Gallo, Goodwin, Kallman, Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, Mack, McCaffrey, Mendes, Miller, 
Morgan, Murray, Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Seveney, Valverde and Zurier. 
 
The senate resolution is read and passed upon a voice vote. 
 

Senate Resolution No. 2728 
BY Archambault 
ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION CONGRATULATING THE BRYANT UNIVERSITY 
MEN'S BASKETBALL TEAM ON WINNING THE 2022 NORTHEAST CONFERENCE 
CHAMPIONSHIP AND ON QUALIFYING FOR THE 2022 NCAA BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT 
{LC5562/1} 
 
Recommended for Immediate Consideration. 
 
Senator Archambault requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration.  
 
Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted.  
 
Senator Archambault moves passage, seconded by Senators Acosta, Algiere, Anderson, Bell, 
Burke, Cano, Ciccone, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiMario, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goodwin, 
Kallman, Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, Mack, McCaffrey, Mendes, Miller, Morgan, Murray, 
Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Seveney, Sosnowski, Valverde and Zurier. 
 
The senate resolution is read and passed upon a voice vote. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText22/SenateText22/S2727.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText22/SenateText22/S2728.pdf
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Senate Resolution No. 2729 
BY Algiere 
ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING DEEPEST CONDOLENCES ON THE 
PASSING OF THE HONORABLE HENRY JOSEPH NARDONE, SR. 
{LC5585/1} 
 
Recommended for Immediate Consideration. 
 
Senator Algiere requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration.  
 
Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted.  
 
Senator Algiere moves passage, seconded by Senators Acosta, Anderson, Archambault, Bell, 
Burke, Cano, Ciccone, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiMario, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goodwin, 
Kallman, Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, Mack, McCaffrey, Mendes, Miller, Morgan, Murray, 
Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Seveney, Sosnowski, Valverde and Zurier. 
 
The senate resolution is read and passed upon a rising vote. 

 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

IN ORDER FOR TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 2022: 
 
1. 2022-S 2564  
 BY Gallo 
 ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGES 
 
 Committee on Judiciary recommends passage. 
 
2. 2022-S 2660  
 BY Euer 
 ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGES 
 
 Committee on Judiciary recommends passage. 
 
3. 2022-H 7212  
 BY Shekarchi 
 ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGES 
 
 Committee on Judiciary recommends passage in concurrence. 
 
 
 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText22/SenateText22/S2729.pdf
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4. 2022-H 7252  
 BY Solomon 
 ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGES 
 
 Committee on Judiciary recommends passage in concurrence. 
 
Upon motion of Senator McCaffrey, seconded by Senator Algiere, the following measures on 
today’s Consent Calendar, by unanimous consent, are read and passed, upon a roll call vote: 
 
YEAS – 36: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Acosta, Algiere, 
Anderson, Archambault, Bell, Burke, Calkin, Cano, Ciccone, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiMario, 
DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goodwin, Kallman, Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, Mack, 
McCaffrey, Mendes, Miller, Morgan, Murray, Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Rogers, Seveney, 
Sosnowski, Valverde and Zurier. 
 
NAYS – 0: 

 

CALENDAR 

IN ORDER FOR TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 2022: 
 
1. 2022-S 2560  
 BY Archambault 
 ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- TEACHERS' RETIREMENT 
 
 Committee on Judiciary recommends passage. 
 
Senator Archambault moves passage of the act, seconded by Senators Coyne, Felag, Miller, 
Sosnowski, Lombardi, Acosta, Zurier, Lawson, Kallman, Cano, Burke, Quezada, Murray, Euer, 
Seveney and Valverde. 

The act is read and passed, upon a roll call vote, with 36 members voting in the affirmative and 0 
members voting in the negative as follows:  

YEAS – 36: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Acosta, Algiere, 
Anderson, Archambault, Bell, Burke, Calkin, Cano, Ciccone, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiMario, 
DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goodwin, Kallman, Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, Mack, 
McCaffrey, Mendes, Miller, Morgan, Murray, Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Rogers, Seveney, 
Sosnowski, Valverde and Zurier. 

NAYS – 0:  
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TRANSMITTAL 

 
By unanimous consent, all matters on the Secretary’s desk are ordered to be transmitted to his 
Excellency, the Governor, the Honorable Secretary of State, and to the Honorable House of 
Representatives forthwith. 
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Senator Burke announces that the Senate Committee on Labor will meet tomorrow at 4:00 
o’clock P.M. in Room 211 of the State House.  
 
Senator Archambault announces that the Senate Committee on Judiciary will meet Thursday, 
March 24th at the rise of the Senate in Room 313 of the State House.  
 
Senator DiMario announces that the Senate Committee on Environment and Agriculture will 
meet tomorrow at 4:00 o’clock P.M. in Room 313 of the State House. 
 
Senator Cano announces that the Senate Committee on Education will meet tomorrow at 4:00 
o’clock P.M. in the Senate Lounge of the State House. 
 
Senator Murray announces that the Senate Committee on Special Legislation and Veteran’s 
Affairs will meet tomorrow at 4:30 o’clock P.M. in Room 310 of the State House. 
 
Senator Valverde announces that the Senate Committee on Health and Human Services will meet 
today at the rise of the Senate in the Senate Lounge of the State House. 
 
Senator Kallman announces that the Senate Committee on Housing and Municipal Government 
will meet today at the rise of the Senate in Room 310 of the State House. 
 
Senator Felag announces that the Senate Committee on Finance will meet today at the rise of the 
Senate in Room 313 of the State House. 
 

GUESTS 
 

Upon the suggestion of Senator DiPalma and by unanimous consent, the Honorable President of 
the Senate, welcomes to the Chamber Christopher Bowe from Middletown and Drew Gattine, 
former Maine State Representative. 
 
Upon the suggestion of Senator Morgan and by unanimous consent, the Honorable President of 
the Senate, welcomes to the Chamber Maria Tina Lavigne of the Hopkinton Historical 
Association. 
 
Upon the suggestion of Senator Mack and by unanimous consent, the Honorable President of the 
Senate, welcomes to the Chamber Ella Kulper, student at Wheeler Providence. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

Senator Majority Leader McCaffrey congratulates Senator Dawn Euer on being named Rhode 
Island’s honoree for USA TODAY’S Women of the Year.   

 

RECESS  

Upon the Motion of Senate Majority Whip Goodwin, seconded by Senator Algiere, the Senate 
stands in Recess at 4:42 o’clock P.M. in memory the Honorable Henry Joseph Nardone, Sr. 

 

FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES  

A message from the House of Representatives transmits with announcement of passage, of the 
following measures: 

House Bill No. 7817 
(University of Rhode Island) 
BY Fogarty, Carson, McEntee, Caldwell, Craven, O'Brien, Donovan, Ranglin-Vassell, Cassar, 
Tanzi 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT -- OPEN 
MEETINGS -- REMOTE PARTICIPANTS (Allows University of Rhode Island trustee 
members to remotely participate in meetings, without excuse, and to have them considered as the 
meeting quorum.) 
{LC5350/1} 
 
Placed on the Senate Calendar. 
 
House Bill No. 7825 
BY Amore, Ruggiero, Barros, J Lombardi, C Lima, Donovan, Ajello, Shallcross Smith 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- TEACHERS' RETIREMENT 
(Temporarily suspends the cap on the amount of days retired educators can work without 
penalty, suspends certain transportation of pupils requirements sunsetting at the end of 2021-
2022 school year.) 
{LC5396/1} 
 
Placed on the Senate Calendar. 

 

 

 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText22/HouseText22/H7817.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText22/HouseText22/H7825.pdf
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NEW BUSINESS 

Senate Resolution No. 2730 
BY Pearson 
ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING DEEPEST SYMPATHY ON THE 
PASSING OF ANTOINETTE GULLIFA 
{LC5399/1} 
 
Placed on the Senate Consent Calendar. 
 
 
Senate Resolution No. 2731 
BY Pearson 
ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING DEEPEST CONDOLENCES ON THE 
PASSING OF GEORGE EDWARD CASTRO, JR. 
{LC5398/1} 
 
Placed on the Senate Consent Calendar. 
 
Senate Resolution No. 2732 
BY  DiMario 
ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION CONGRATULATING AND THANKING WILLIAM 
F. FLYNN JR. MSW, FOR HIS THIRTEEN YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE AS THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE SENIOR AGENDA COALITION OF RHODE ISLAND 
{LC5616/1} 
 
Placed on the Senate Consent Calendar. 
 
Senate Bill No. 2733 
(Attorney General) 
BY Goodwin 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO CRIMINAL OFFENSES -- WEAPONS (Disqualifies 
individuals with prior convictions for possession of a firearm without a license from purchasing 
or possessing a firearm.) 
{LC5052/1} 
 
Introduced, referred to Senate Judiciary. 
 

 

 

 

 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText22/SenateText22/S2730.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText22/SenateText22/S2731.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText22/SenateText22/S2733.pdf
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CALL TO ORDER 

The Senate meets pursuant to recess and is called to order by the Honorable Dominick J. 
Ruggerio, President of the Senate, on Thursday, March 24th at 4:14 o’clock P.M.  

ADJOURNMENT 

Upon the Motion of Senator Goodwin, seconded by Algiere, the Senate adjourns at 4:15 o’clock 
P.M.  

JOHN E. FLEMING, JR.  
Secretary of the Senate 
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Appendix 

INVOCATION 

SENATOR LEONIDAS P. RAPTAKIS 
 

Dear Lord, Hear our prayer this day and guide us with your wisdom. Help us to break down the 
prejudices that prevent us from fully understanding and benefiting from the amazing diversity 
that is America. Let us give thanks and praise those who have suffered so much for so long. 
Amen. 
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Appendix 

TRANSMITTED TO THE GOVERNOR ON TUESDAY, MARCH 22nd, 2022 

House Bill No. 7212 
BY Shekarchi 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGES (Allows 
Kathleen Coyne-McCoy to join Emily Ann Caron and Cullen Adare McCoy in marriage on or 
about September 10, 2022, within the Town of New Shoreham, Rhode Island.) 
{LC4193/1} 
 
Transmitted to Governor. 

House Bill No. 7252 
BY Solomon 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGES (Allows Dale J. 
Venturini to join Kaitlin F. Battista and Justin W. Venturini in marriage on or about July 9, 2022, 
within the Town of North Kingstown, Rhode Island.) 
{LC4227/1} 
 
Transmitted to Governor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText22/HouseText22/H7212.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText22/HouseText22/H7252.pdf
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Appendix 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

IN ORDER FOR THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 2022: 
 
1. 2022-S 2730  
 BY Pearson 
 ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING DEEPEST SYMPATHY ON 

THE PASSING OF ANTOINETTE GULLIFA 
 
 Ordered on the Consent Calendar. 
 
2. 2022-S 2731  
 BY Pearson 
 ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING DEEPEST CONDOLENCES 

ON THE PASSING OF GEORGE EDWARD CASTRO, JR. 
 
 Ordered on the Consent Calendar. 
 
3. 2022-S 2732  
 BY DiMario 
 ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION CONGRATULATING AND THANKING 

WILLIAM F. FLYNN JR. MSW, FOR HIS THIRTEEN YEARS OF DEDICATED 
SERVICE AS THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE SENIOR AGENDA 
COALITION OF RHODE ISLAND 

 
 Ordered on the Consent Calendar. 
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Appendix 

CALENDAR 

IN ORDER FOR THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 2022: 

1. 2022-S 2080  SUB A 
 BY Miller 
 ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO INSURANCE -- INDIVIDUAL HEALTH 

INSURANCE COVERAGE 
 

Committee on Health & Human Services recommends indefinite postponement of the 
original bill and passage of Substitute A. 

 
2. 2022-S 2495  
 BY Algiere 
 ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES -- RETAIL 

LICENSES 
 
 Committee on Special Legislation and Veterans Affairs recommends passage. 
 
3. 2022-H 7817  
 BY Fogarty 
 ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT -- 

OPEN MEETINGS -- REMOTE PARTICIPANTS 
 
 Ordered to be placed on the Calendar for passage in concurrence. 
 
4. 2022-H 7825  
 BY Amore 
 ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- TEACHERS' RETIREMENT 
 
 Ordered to be placed on the Calendar for passage in concurrence. 
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